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CONFIDENTIAL PRETORIA 2464 

CAPE TOWN FOR EMBASSY 

MAPUTO FOR YOUNG PARTY 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OVIP (YOUNG, ANDREW) SF, US 

SUBJECT: BPC COMMENTS ON YOUNG VISIT; US ATTITUDES 
REF: PRETORIA 2398, 

1 . EMBOFF HAD EXTENSIVE DISCUSSION WITH BLACK PEOPLE S 
CONVENTION (BPC) PRESIDENT KENNETH RACHIDI, VICE PRESIDENT 
REV. DRAKE TSHENKENG, ADVISER TO PRESIDENT TOM MONTHATE, 

AND BPC OFFICIAL FOR URBAN AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT REV. 

SMANGALISO MKHATSHWA ON MAY 18 IN JOHANNESBURG. MEETING 

WAS REQUESTED BY RACHIDI IN ORDER TO CONVEY BPC REACTION TO YOUNG 

VISIT. SYNOPSIS OF BPC MESSAGE FOLLOWS: 
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2. USG PERCEPTION OF BLACK "LEADERS" IN SA: BPC HAS 
NOTED REPORTS THAT AMBASSADOR YOUNG WILL MEET BLACK 
"LEADERS" IN SA. THE US EMBASSY AND WASHINGTON ARE 
EITHER IGNORANT OF OR WISH TO IGNORE THE EXISTENCE OF 
THE "TRUE BLACK LEADERS" OF SOUTH AFRICA (SEE REFTEL). 
YOUNG WILL PROBABLY REPEAT PAST US MISTAKE BY MEETING 
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WITH HOMELAND OFFICIALS, BUSINESSMEN, AND OTHER PEOPLE 
WITH VESTED INTEREST IN STATUS QUO. BPC FINDS IT 
STRANGE THAT THE US SPEAKS TO ' TRUE BLACK LEADERS" IN 
ZIMBABWE, NAMIBIA, AND MOZAMBIQUE BUT WHEN IT COMES TO 
SOUTH AFRICA, THE USG POSITION IS COMPROMISED. IN BPC 
VIEW, YOUNG SHOULD ASK TO SEE NELSON MANDELA, ROBERT 
SOBUKWE, WALTER SISULU, AND GOV AN MBEKI. THE BPC 
RECOGNIZES THAT THE SAG MAY NOT PERMIT MEETINGS WITH 
THESE PEOPLE, BUT IF THE AMERICANS AT LEAST TRIED, 

THEY WOULD BE MAKING THE RIGHT SIGNALS BY RECOGNIZING 
THE AUTHENTIC LEADERSHIP. FOLLOWING THIS SIGNAL, YOUNG 
SHOULD THEN MEET WITH THE BPC AND OTHER BLACK 
CONSCIOUSNESS GROUPS. IF, ON THE OTHER HAND, YOUNG 
INVITES PEOPLE SUCH AS GATSHA BUTHELEZI AND ALIKE 
UNDER THE GUISE OF "LEADERS", THIS WILL BE INTERPRETED AS 
ANOTHER SNUMB TO ALL "TRUE BLACK LEADERS" IN SOUTH AFRICA. 

3. BPC CABLE TO US EMBASSY ON RAMPHELE BANNING: 

IN REFERENCE EMBOFF’S CALL TO RACHIDI ACKNOWLEDGING 
RECEIPT OF BPC TELEGRAM ASKING FOR USG ACTION ON THE 
RAMPHELE AND MVOVO BANNINGS IN KING WILLIAM'S TOWN, 
RACHIDI SAID HE DENIED SENDING THE CABLE BECAUSE ANY 
OTHER RESPONSE TO THE WAY THE QUESTION WAS PRESENTED 
WOULD HAVE GOTTEN HIM INTO TROUBLE. RACHIDI POINTED 
OUT THAT THE SECURITY POLICE MAKE TAPE RECORDINGS 
OF ALL HIS PHONE CALLS AND WERE HE TO SAY THAT HE 
PERSONALLY SENT THE CABLE, THE ADMISSION COULD BE 
USED AGAINST HIM IN THE FUTURE. RACHIDI SAID THE 
CABLES WERE SENT BY THE BPC AS AN ORGANIZATION AND 
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NOT BY RACHIDI AS AN INDIVIDUAL. RACHIDI EXPRESSED 
SKEPTICISM THAT EITHER THE US EMBASSY OR CARTER 
ADMINISTRATION WOULD TAKE ANY ACTION ON THE BANNINGS. 

4. COMMENT: FROM CONVERSATION ON ABOVE AND RELATED 
TOPICS. BPC OFFICIALS EXPRESSED GENERAL SKEPTICISM 
THAT US WILL ACT ANY DIFFENENTLY THAN FROM PAST. 

EMBOFF GAINED IMPRESSION BPC WOULD LIKE TO BELIEVE US 
WILL NOT STAND IN WAY OF WHAT THEY SEE AS THEIR 
FIGHT. BUT REMAIN WARY ON ANY SIGNIFICANT CHANGE 

IN WASHINGTON'S ATTITUDE TOWARDS SOUTH AFRICA.NELSON 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 18-May-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977PRETOR02464 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 77-0056 
Format: TEL 
From: PRETORIA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770543/aaaabllt.tel 

Line Count: 108 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: c8cce390-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 PRETORIA 2398 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 09-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2469972 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: BPC COMMENTS ON YOUNG VISIT: US ATTITUDES 
TAGS: OVIP, SF, US, (YOUNG, ANDREW) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/c8cce390-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



